
THE ECONOMIC 
IMPACT OF AIRBUS 
IN THE UK
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

Contribution 
to GDP

Tax 
revenues

2020 2022

£5.6 bn
£7.0 bn

£1.4 bn
£1.5 bn

Every £1 in gross value added directly generated in 2022 supported a 
further £3.50 contribution elsewhere in the UK economy.

£1 in every £500 collected 
by HMRC was attributable to 
Airbus activity in 2022.

1 in every 420 UK jobs 
were attributable to 
Airbus in 2022.

75% of Airbus’ UK 
revenue was earned 
from exports in 2022.

£1 in every £105 of goods 
exported from the UK in 2022 
were Airbus products.

£3.9 billion spent with UK suppliers in 2022.

19% of Airbus’ procurement spending in 2022  
was in the 10% of local authorities with the lowest  
business survival rates.

33% of Airbus’ procurement spending in 2022 was in  
the 10% of most deprived local authorities.

In 2022, the average wage paid by Airbus was 1.5 times  
the national average.

UK SPENDING

EXPORTS

29,000 jobs supported at 
UK SMEs, with a £2.3 billion 
contribution to UK GDP 
supported at UK SMEs.

CATALYTIC IMPACT
11% of Airbus’ workforce was early careers personnel:

£277 million spent on 
UK R&D in 2022.

5.0% of Airbus’ revenue 
invested in R&D in 2022.
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Average spend by Airbus: 
£103,100 with micro firms 
(40% of average turnover).

PRODUCTIVITY
£142,000 average gross value added 
employee contribution to GDP in 2022, 
2.0 times the national average. 

JOBS
Airbus supported 
79,000 jobs in 
the UK in 2022.

UK 
Revenue

£4.3 bn
£5.6 bn



AIRBUS’ TOTAL SPENDING ACROSS THE UK’S 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES, 2022

CAPITAL INVESTMENTS HIGHLIGHT AIRBUS’ 
COMMITMENT TO THE UK

GROSS VALUE ADDED PER WORKER, 2022

Spend, £

< 5,000

5,001 – 20,000

20,001 – 500,000

500,001 – 1,500,000

> 1,500,000

Central Ayrshire
£412 million
Spirit Aerosystems

Belfast East
£300 million
Short Brothers (Spirit)

Wrexham
£118 million
Magellan Aerospace

Filton and Bradley Stoke
£442 million
GKN Aerospace

New Forest East
£7.0 million
Garmin, Helicopter’s largest spend

East Hampshire
£33.2 million
Serco Defence Science 
& Tech, Defence and 
Space’s largest spend

Derby South
£1.2 billion
Rolls Royce, 
Commercial’s 
largest spend

Source: Airbus
Totals may not sum due to rounding

GVA per job (£)

Airbus’ capital investment in 2022 (£ million)
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UK – average UK manufact. – 
average

UK air and 
spacecraft 
manufact. 

(30.3) – average

Airbus

£80 m

£76 m

£25 m

£2.5 m

Airbus Commercial

Airbus Commercial 
(committed spends)

Defence and Space 
(Orbit House and 
other capex)

AirTanker logistics 
warehouse

72,400
82,700

118,600

142,200

£184 million
in capital 

investments


